CHAPTER   XII.

SANDPIPERS AND THEIR ALLIES.

The identification of the various Snippets and their
allies (Totanince) is the hardest task which will be encoun-
tered by the student of our waders : but fortunately
a good many can be sorted out easily enough.

The so-called Painted Snipe, by its beautifully-spotted
quills and large eyes.

The Curlew and Whwnbrel, by their rather large size and
long bill curved strongly downwards. The Curlew is as
big as a fowl.

The PhalarO'pes, by having the toes lobed. i. e,., edged
with web all along.

The Spoon-billed Stint, by its spoon or paddle-shaped bill.

The Godwits (three species) are all largish birds, with very
long bills with the upper chap distinctly the longer.

The Sanderling is known by having no hind-toe.

The Terek Sandpiper by its very long bill and short
legs, the bill being twice as long as the shank from hock
to toes.

The Ruff and Reeve by their short bill, this being
much shorter than the shank from hock to toes.

Having eliminated all these, there remain a good many
unmitigated " Snippets " with no striking peculiarity of
form or proportion. These may be divided into two quite
natural sections by the feet.

The Typical Sandpipers, Redshanks, Greenshanks, &c-,
always have a web at the base of at least the two outer
toes. There are eight of these.